THE KONOPISCHT MEETING:  LEGEND AND FACT     37
Nevertheless Mr. Steed's astounding theory received
wide acceptance among Austria's late enemies. Serbians
naturally are glad to adopt it because it would remove all re-
sponsibility for the crime from their country.44 It has
been widely circulated with some reservations or amplifi-
cations by many over-suspicious French writers: by M.
Raymond Recouly, a popular newspaper correspondent and
magazine writer; by M. Alfred Dumaine, who was French
Ambassador to Vienna, but who at the time appears to
have known nothing of all this; by M. Chopin in his mono-
graph on the Sarajevo murder; and even by such a sober
historian as Professor Debidour.45
Fortunately for the cause of truth, documents have re-
44 Mr.  A.  V.  Seferovitch, Jugoslav  Consul-General  at   Montreal,
quotes Mr. Steed at length to prove "that the plot to murder the Arch-
duke originated in Austria and served a twofold purpose, namely, the
elimination of the Archduke as heir presumptive and a pretext for the
long-desired attack on Serbia by Austria;" see his article, "The blame for
the Sarajevo murder plot" in New York Times Current History, Dec.,
1925, p. 385.
45 H. Wickham Steed, 'The Pact of Konopischt," in Nineteenth Cen-
tury and After, Vol. 79, pp. 253-273 (Feb., 1916).   Many months later
Mr. Steed is said to have admitted in private conversation that he no
longer believed in this fantastic story.    Nevertheless he repeats it in
abbreviated form in his interesting but unveracious work, Through Thirty
Years, London,  1924, 1, 396-403, where it will doubtless continue to
deceive thousands of unsophiscated readers like Mr. Seferovitch.   Among
the French writers who j have swallowed and broadcasted with variations
his theory are Jean Pozzi, "Les Roses de Konopischt," in Le Correspondant,
June 10, 1921; Recouly, *Les Heures Tragiques d'Avant-Guerre  (Paris,
1922), pp. 173-194; and also in La Revue de France, April 1, 1922, pp. 598-
610; Dumaine, La Derniere Ambassade de France en Autriche (Paris,
1921), p. 126 ff.;  Debidour, Histoire Diplomatique de I'Europe  (Paris,
1918), TI, 229; Jules Chopin (pseudonym of J. E. Pichon, a lecturer at the
University of Prague who shares the characteristic Czech attitude of hos-
tility towards the Hapsburgs)  "La premeditation austro-hungroise," in
Mercure de France, Vol. 115 (1916), pp. 577-599.   In his much-quoted
little book, Le Complot De Sarajevo (Paris, 1918), p. 82, Chopin sums
up:     "II est certain que Pentrevue de Konopischt avait un tout autre
but que celui d'echanger des politesses et de mettre & mal le gibier des
pares archiducaux.   Nous croyons done que son seul objet etait justement
de trouver  le pretexte  d'une  guerre  qui  manquait   en  1914,  et  de
minutieusement regler la marche  diplomatique et militaire de toute
cette entreprise belliqueuse